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Course Reflection 

	Prior to entering this class I had many thoughts about the kind of works we would be analyzing and working on as well as class projects that may take place. It’s no secret that this specific course is in fact a requirement for Psychology majors, thus my reasoning for choosing this class. After reading the title alone I thought to myself, this course is probably going to be an intense writing class solely pertaining to medical writings and research. This wasn’t the case. Although many of our readings had some sort of health aspect to it there was always many different ways in which we were allowed to interpret them, this made it fun and intriguing to actually read these pieces of work and analyze the stories. Our class also consisted on a lot of group discussion, writing, and self assessing. Group discussions were not only online but within the classroom every day. During class we were able to speak on items we read to better grasp a clear understanding. This was very effective because with the various interpretations each student always had, created a huge learning atmosphere for the entire class. Online discussions also paved the way for effective learning. It allowed us to dive deeper into the topic(s) in question and comment or question other people’s thoughts and concerns, this opened the floor for even more discussion. The writing aspect of this class came in many different forms, not every single task was your standard “paper”. Earlier in the year we were able to compose our own versions of poetry, we were given the chance to flush out our own thoughts on paper about our personal lives and many more. Both discussions and writing led to self assessment, it allowed us to indicate where we fell on this spectrum of writing. 
	One of our course learning objectives that truly stuck out during the entire semester was to enhance strategies for reading, drafting revising, editing, and self-assessment. We were able to complete this objective by drafting our essays. Although writing drafts for essays is essential and something we should constantly be doing, drafting in this class helped achieve this goal. For example, for our rhetorical analysis we were able to create multiple drafts before submitting a final piece. During the process of drafting the rhetorical analysis we practiced each of these items, after our drafts were reviewed we had to revisit any areas that contained errors, grammatical mistakes etc… While we were creating our essays we were also granted the opportunity to have peer to peer review. During this peer to peer review we were given sheets and rubrics to assess each others papers. This form of assessment was very beneficial for the final draft. During peer to peer reviews we were able to express ideas and go back and fourth with different perspectives. This also tied in with another course learning objective which is to acknowledge your and others’ range of linguistic differences as resources, and draw on those resources to develop rhetorical sensibility. We were able to meet these standards by working completing peer to peer reviews. After reading each others work, we were able to learn different writing styles and different forms of drafting. 
	Throughout the semester we were able to participate in a various amount of ways, one of the biggest and impactful ways was through our online group discussions. We were given different texts to read as well as videos to watch and then we were told to comment on specific parts of the text or video. Every student had the same task of answering the same question, this was very beneficial and worked perfectly well because it allowed us to view different perspectives. Everyone always had a different outlook or received a different message from the content we were reading and watching. Towards the end of the semester we created a literature review paper with an assigned group. Completing the literature review was a great example of course learning objective on practicing using various library resources, online databases, and the internet. In order to successfully complete this paper we had to conduct the proper, sufficient, and relevant research to better shape our papers. 
	Overall this course strengthened me as a writer in many ways, I was able to gain strength when it came to using sources. Because of the several essays that we composed, I was able to practice correctly siting my sources and increasing my search methods when it came to finding sources. My development as a writer did not solely come from writing essays, but reading and composing other work as well. For example, earlier in the semester we were given the chance to free write. The free writing sessions was an outlet for expression and discussion amongst each other, this made group assignments and discussion flow easily. I take writing techniques I learned in this class with me, such as editing and close revision when it comes to papers, self-assessment, sourcing and not just reading texts but closely analyzing them as well. 

